                                          Welcome to Fox Covert Primary School

We are delighted that you and your child are becoming part of our school community. We look forward to working closely with you in some of the most important years of your child’s life.

Starting school is an important stage in your child’s development. By working together, we can make it a happy and positive experience.  At Fox Covert, we operate an open door policy and we are pleased to meet with you to share information or discuss any concerns that might arise during your child’s education.


Throughout the year, most general information will be shared with you via ParentPay email or occasionally by letter. It is important to check your child’s navy book bag which they will be given when they start school, each night, and look out for information from us in your inbox. Teachers actively assist little ones in ensuring that they take home their copy of any letters, but unfortunately, they don’t always reach home! In order to save paper, we will use email where possible and on some occasions letters will only be issued to the eldest child in each family.
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Uniform 
The school dress code / uniform is as follows…
BOYS

· white polo shirt or white shirt (no other colours permitted)

· navy sweatshirt/jumper - with or without school logo (no other colours permitted)

· grey trousers (no other colours permitted)

· new school tie (navy with orange and white stripes)

· navy fleece with school logo (is available to buy if you wish)

· navy blazer (is available to buy if you wish)

· navy waterproof jacket (is available to buy if you wish)

GIRLS

· white polo shirt or white blouse (no other colours permitted)

· navy sweatshirt/jumper - with or without school logo (no other colours permitted)

· navy cardigan - with or without school logo (no other colours permitted)

· grey trousers/skirt/pinafore (no other colours permitted)

· new school tie (navy with orange and white stripes)

· navy gingham summer dress (no other colours permitted)

· navy fleece with school logo (is available to buy if you wish)

· navy blazer (is available to buy if you wish)

· navy waterproof jacket (is available to buy if you wish)

Uniform can also be ordered online from www.border-embroderies.co.uk. If you have queries about orders, please contact Mrs Gibson at the school office by email admin@foxcovert.edin.sch.uk
Footwear and P.E Kit
As all the classrooms are carpeted, we ask that children have a change of footwear in school. Children sit on the carpet to play games, build models and hear stories – clean, indoor shoes help to make this a pleasant experience for all. 

Children wear gym (indoor) shoes and shorts for P.E. They may choose to change their T-shirt, but do not have to. We also ask children to bring a suitable outdoor gym kit, for example: warm joggers, a sweatshirt and suitable outdoor gym shoes which will be kept in school. For safety reasons, children should not wear earrings during P.E lessons. Staff are unable to remove earrings, so it is important that on gym days children can either remove their own earrings or do not wear them to school that day. 
 (Pupils may wear a t-shirt in their house colour if they wish)
 DALMENY - YELLOW
    DUNDAS-BLUE


HOPETOUN-GREEN
            ROSEBERY-RED
What to Bring to School
Our Parent Council kindly purchase a navy book bag for every P1 pupil. Please use this bag for homework and any correspondence for the Class Teacher. If your child is bringing anything else to school such as water bottles, a pencil case, their snack etc, then these should go in their school bag. 
Label everything, please!
All clothing, gym bags, water bottles etc
Where belongings are labelled, there is a far greater chance that we will be able to track and return them should they be lost.  Please regularly check that the children bring home their own belongings, as it is easy for children to make a mistake and pick up the wrong item. 
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Snack
As we are a Health Promoting School, we actively encourage healthy lunches, drinks and snacks. We also encourage the children to bring a bottle of unflavoured water with them each day, which they can drink in class. Please provide a bottle for water, which is labelled with your child’s name on it. This should be taken home to be cleaned and re-filled each day. You may also wish to provide your child with a snack to be eaten at morning and afternoon interval.
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Lunches
All pupils in Primary 1-3 are entitled to free school lunches. If preferred, your child can bring a packed lunch from home. All school lunches aim to comply with recommended nutritional guidelines. Vegetarian, religious and other dietary options are catered for, so please let us know if your child has any specific requirements.
ParentPay 

All communication from the school, ordering of school lunches and payments for milk and trips will be done via our online payment system ParentPay. This cashless system allows you to order school meals in advance and is the only way you will be able to select menu choices for school dinners and pay for trips. All parents are required to register for ParentPay and more information will be issued on this in due course. 
Milk
Pupils who are entitled to free school meals currently receive free milk. If you wish to purchase milk for your child, you can also pay for this using ParentPay. Letters with information regarding this will be sent out twice a year. 
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The Curriculum

Early in the first term we will hold a curricular evening which will explain in more detail how we teach reading, writing, number etc and how you can help your child at home. There will be lots of informal opportunities for you to be involved in your child’s Primary 1 experience. We welcome parent helpers in the class, helpers for trips and aim to provide opportunities to involve you in your child’s learning. More information on this will be issued in due course.
Security and Safety 

To make the school a more secure place for your child, we ask that all adults enter and leave the building by the main door and sign in at the office.    
Lining Up and Dismissal
In Primary 1 and 2 we have a soft-start entry in to school which means your child does not need to line up, and instead can enter at the Primary 1 door from 8.50 am in the same informal style as nursery. Your child will be welcomed by our Primary 1 staff team at the Infant door, encouraged to organise their belongings in the cloakroom, before going to a play activity of their choice inside the classroom. We believe this gentle, nurturing start to their day encourages wellbeing and self-efficacy skills. 
At the end of the day, the children will leave the building via the Infant door. Please ensure you stand well back from the door as it helps Class Teachers see where the children are going.  Please notify us if it is someone different who will be collecting your child. It may take us a while to get to know faces, so we appreciate your support with this! 
If whoever normally comes to collect your child at the end of the day is late, your child will be taken to the office, where they can be collected. We understand that being late can easily happen, however, children can become upset if someone is a few minutes late.  Please notify us in writing or by telephone if there are any changes to your child's normal pattern of leaving school. 

If your child is being collected by an after-school club, their helper will collect them from inside the school.  

Our routine is as simple and as consistent as we can make it. We would appreciate your patience and assistance in making the start and end of the day easy for the children. 
Absence

We appreciate being notified in writing, in advance of medical appointments, or any other reasons why your child will be absent.  In the event of an unplanned absence, please contact the school as soon as possible on the morning of absence. It is the City of Edinburgh Council’s policy that the school must contact parents/carers of any child who is not in school to ascertain the reason for absence, and to confirm that parents/carers are aware of the absence.

Holidays during Term Time
The Scottish Government requires any holiday taken during term time to be recorded as unauthorised unless there are exceptional circumstances. Please notify the Head Teacher in advance in writing if you are planning a holiday during term time, explaining the reason why.

Communication  

Good communication with the school is essential, and we encourage you to keep us informed about your child.  At Fox Covert, we have found a very quick and efficient way to share information with parents/carers is by email.  We use a system called ParentPay and we would encourage all of our parents/carers to register for this. You will receive more information about this in due course.
You will also receive a weekly bulletin from school which will update you on what is going on in school. You will receive a Class Newsletter for your child from their Class Teacher each term too. This provides you with information about what your child will learn in class across the curriculum for the term.
School website and Twitter
Our school website has a range of information about what is going on in school and contains a range of useful links. Check it out at: https://foxcovertprimary.com/ 

You can also follow us on Twitter to see what is happening in your child's class and in other classes across the school - @FoxCovertPS
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Contacts

Head Teacher: 



Mrs Lorraine Budge

Principal Teachers:


Mrs Kay (responsibility for Primary 1 and 2)
Miss Doddie (Support for Learning/Responsibility for Primary 3)

Telephone:



0131 339 3749

Email:




admin@foxcovert.edin.sch.uk
Website:



https://foxcovertprimary.com/ 
Twitter:



@FoxCovertPS
We hope you have found this information useful and look forward to working with you soon. 
Please also refer to our FAQ sheet and if you have any other questions, do not hesitate to contact us.
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